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 The International 
Community

• Director-General, meetings with the 
NGOs 

• Chief of the NGO-liaison service.
 

• UN Agencies, in particular with the 
Office of the High Commissioner on 
Human Rights 

• Country delegates 

• Other NGOs with whom we collaborate 
in NGO committees and working 
groups.
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The Human Rights 
Bodies

Human Rights 
Treaty Bodies

The Human 
Rights Council10 HR Treaty 

bodies
Plenary Sessions

The CEDAW 
Committee

Universal Periodic 
Review23 independent 

experts
Special 
ProceduresEvaluation of the 

progress made 
from a women’s 
perspective

Advisory 
Committee

189 countries 
signed the Treaty

Complaint 
Procedure
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How to… with CEDAW
On the international level the NGO representatives
• are not allowed to intervene during the constructive 

dialogue, but there are opportunities to discuss with the 
experts in private 

• may assist the experts when they are preparing a 
“general recommendation”.  
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How to… with CEDAW
On the international level the NGO representatives
• are not allowed to intervene during the constructive 

dialogue, but there are opportunities to discuss with the 
experts in private 

• may assist the experts when they are preparing a 
“general recommendation”.  

On the national level the NGOs and IFUW NFAs must be 
more active in:

• Promoting the ratification of the treaty
• Monitoring compliance by the State with its reporting 

obligations
• Submitting alternative reports
• Following up on the “concluding observations”
• Submitting an individual complaint
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How to… with HRC
On the international level, NGOs have the possibility to 

intervene in all these mechanisms according to specific 
rules. For instance we can:

• Submit written statements to the HRC ahead of a given 
session

• Make oral interventions during all substantive items of 
the HRC’s agenda

• Participate in debates, interactive dialogues and panel 
discussions

• Organise “parallel events” on issues relevant to the work 
of the HRC
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How to… with HRC
On the international level, NGOs have the possibility to 

intervene in all these mechanisms according to specific 
rules. For instance we can:

• Submit written statements to the HRC ahead of a given 
session

• Make oral interventions during all substantive items of 
the HRC’s agenda

• Participate in debates, interactive dialogues and panel 
discussions

• Organise “parallel events” on issues relevant to the work 
of the HRC

On the national level, the NGOs and IFUW NFAs are 
supposed to: 

• Follow up on the national UPR recommendations
• Participate in the national UPR review
• Raise awareness about the UPR
• Invite a SR or IE on visit in the country
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 ROLE OF NGOS
On the international level the Representatives 

participate in the elaboration of resolutions 
and other documents to be agreed, on the 
basis of IFUW priorities and  resolutions and 
in taking into account specific arguments 
from the NFAs. 
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On the international level the Representatives 

participate in the elaboration of resolutions 
and other documents to be agreed, on the 
basis of IFUW priorities and  resolutions and 
in taking into account specific arguments 
from the NFAs. 

On the national level the NFAs have the 
possibility to:

• Inform their members and their community 
when a new international agreement is 
announced or not implemented.

• Write position papers and articles in the 
media

• Organise conferences and/or round-table 
discussions 

• Lobby their government
• Engage with other NGOs to increase support
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