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A ZAUW scholarship student following a non-traditional course at the University of Zambia 
 

 

 

— Graduate Women International news — 
 

 
64th CEDAW session at the United Nations, Geneva 
The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) is the most 
comprehensive international agreement on the human rights of women. It calls for states to eliminate all 
forms of discrimination on the basis of gender and sets an agenda for achieving full equality between 
women and men. It is in session in Geneva, from 4-22nd July, and the countries under review for this session 
include France and Turkey, where GWI has national affiliates. GWI members have successfully used the 
Convention for the empowerment of girls and women in their respective countries, as detailed on the GWI 
website.  
 

 

— GWI member news — 
 

 
Zambia Association of University Women support non-traditional tertiary education for girls 
Girls in Zambia experience high rates of exclusion from school because of extreme poverty, especially in 
rural areas. 27% of females in rural areas have no education compared to 18% of males. In the formal 
labour market women have few opportunities. The Zambia Association of University Women (ZAUW) is 
attempting to address this imbalance and provides educational and lifelong learning opportunities for 
women by helping with tuition fees. 12 female students sponsored by ZAUW benefactors are pursuing 
non-traditional courses at the University of Zambia. Seven of the candidates have successfully completed 
their studies and graduated at the end of 2015, with others continuing their studies. ZAUW has recently 
held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) and elected new office bearers.  
 

 

— Advocacy — 
 

 
The High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development 
The High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) is the United Nations central platform 
for the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), adopted at the United Nations Sustainable Development Summit in September 

http://gwi.westeurope.cloudapp.azure.com/what-we-do/policy-advocacy/legal-tools-conventions/cedaw/
http://gwi.westeurope.cloudapp.azure.com/what-we-do/policy-advocacy/
http://gwi.westeurope.cloudapp.azure.com/what-we-do/policy-advocacy/
https://camfed.org/our-impact/zambia/
http://www.graduatewomen.org/where-we-work/zambia/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
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2015. The newly established Forum will keep track of progress of the SDGs. It will also address new and 
emerging issues, for example how to ensure effective gender mainstreaming across all goals and ensuring 
inclusive and equitable education. The session from 11-20th July 2016 included voluntary reviews of 22 
countries and thematic reviews of progress on the SDGs. Civil society was invited to provide input on 
progress at the review preparation stage. It is hoped this Forum will be an effective mechanism to ensure 
ongoing monitoring of the SDGs. 
 

 

— Call for applications — 
 

 
Applications invited for reporting grants for women's stories 
The IWMF’s Reporting Grants for Women’s Stories, sponsored by The Secular Society, is a new funding 
initiative supporting journalism produced by and about women. These grants will be a catalyst for 
reporting on untold stories surrounding issues that impact women and girls’ daily lives worldwide. These 
reporting grants provide opportunities for women journalists to pursue international stories of importance 
through gender-sensitive coverage of under-reported topics. Grants will average $5,000 USD.  
 

 

— Give the gift of education — 
 

 
GWI provides scholarships and mentoring support to young women from rural areas of Uganda to become 
qualified teachers and ambassadors for girls’ education with our GlobalGiving campaign. Huge thanks go 
to the Finnish Federation of Univerity Women (FFGW) for their recent generous donation of $3464. When 
your friends and family ask you for birthday present ideas, why not suggest a donation towards our goal 
to raise US $50,000 to support 50 women student teachers? Donate now to our project on  GlobalGiving. 
                                 

 

— Other information and events — 
 

 

    July                   21 - 23 
August             08 – 19 
September      19 – 20 
October                   22 
October           25 – 26 
Nov                  27 – 30 

   Nov                   28 - 30 

3rd Network Gender and STEM Conference 2016   Newcastle, UK 
 Women’s Human Rights Education Institute Intensive Toronto, Canada 

Preventing Violent Extremism through Education New Delhi, India 

IrFuW Annual Conference Dublin, Ireland 

International Universities Networking Conference Istanbul, Turkey 

Pan-Commonwealth Forum on Open Learning Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
5th International Conference of Women’s Museums, Mexico City 
 

August 21 – 23            GWI General Assembly, Cape Town, South Africa (members only) 
August 24 – 26           GWI Triennial Conference, Cape Town, South Africa (open to the public)  
 

 

Follow us on social media! 
 

          
 

Empowering women and girls through lifelong education for leadership, decision-making and peace. GWI, formerly IFUW, is 

in special consultative status with ECOSOC and is an NGO maintaining official relations with UNESCO and ILO. 
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