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A Poster is a networking and communication tool. 

Only carefully selected information and visuals should go into your poster. 

The primary purpose of a poster is not to communicate every detail of your research, but rather to 
attract people’s attention and assist you share the story of your research and engage in informal 
conversation about it.  

Use visuals to draw people in from a distance and to make your research accessible.   

Your further explanations put your work into context so that the audience understands what you 
have done, why you have done it, and to realise its broader impact. 

As for any presentation, remember who your target audience will be (usually a broader public, not 
just experts in your field). Also consider that a poster written in plain English works with both 
experts and non-experts alike, while technical and complicated writing greatly limits your potential 
audience. 

A poster should not look like a paper; therefore, bullet points are key. Do not provide a 200-or-so 
word abstract right at the top of your posters. Remember, your whole poster is, in fact, a visual 
abstract 

Use sections with headers: the logical flow of the sections should help the viewer to follow. An 
example is to have large, easy-to-read and numbered sections that cover what are usually the main 
pillars of the story: 

1. Background  

2. Questions/knowledge gap 

3. Methods (keep this to the bare minimum or skip it if you can) 

4. Results 

5. Conclusions 

6. References and acknowledgements (smaller at the bottom) 

 

 



 

Layout and Size 

At the University venue in Geneva Posters will be affixed to poster panels.  
 
We suggest you make your poster on A2 paper.  This would allow you to carefully roll it up to be 

placed either in a suitcase or easily carried. 

 

Additional suggestions : 

Tullio Rossi has a PhD in marine biology from the University of Adelaide. He is the founder of Animate 
Your Science.  http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2018/05/11/how-to-design-an-award-
winning-conference-poster/ 

He offers the following suggestions  

Create a draft poster :: 

 

• Layout and size: vertical or horizontal? Your Poster must fit the panels at the University in 
Geneva. Stick to A2 size. 

• Start with an enlarged and readable title right at the top, then create a simple layout of 
panels that make it easy for the viewer to navigate. Use arrows and numbered headers to 
help your audience/reader. 

 



 

• Leave space at the edges: notice the grey space in the images above? It’s important to leave 
some blank space around the edges for a couple of reasons.  
First, you don’t want to risk important information to be cut off when printing, and second, 
you don’t want your poster to feel cluttered.  

• Use a limited number of colours, possibly three-to-five. My suggestion is that you have two 
or three shades of a primary colour of your choice, an accent colour that stands out, and a 
couple of text colours. In a colour scheme of this kind, you can use the accent colour to draw 
attention to where you want people to look. The important thing is that you use the accent 
colour in moderation. 

• Fonts: fonts and font sizes work a bit like colours. That is, the fewer you use, the better. My 
suggestion is to use only one or two different fonts. Boldface should be used on titles and 
headlines, while all the rest should be normal. Stick with the classics, such as Arial. In terms 
of font size, try 90 for the title, 60 for the headlines, and 36 for the body text. And 
remember that your poster should not require a magnifying glass to be read, but rather it 
should be easily readable from a metre away. 

• Contact information: Many people forget to write their contact information on their 
posters.  

• Photo: most people don’t even think about this, but it’s a good idea to put a photo of 
yourself in one of the lower corners of your poster near your contact info. This is good 
practice as it makes the poster more human.  

 
• Resources: You can utilise one of the many free resources on the web. If you’re in the 

environmental sciences, the IAN image library is a great free library of graphics. Another 
great website to find free illustrations and icons is Freepik. 
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http://ian.umces.edu/imagelibrary/
https://www.freepik.com/

